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President’s Report September - October 2011

I've been waiting now for weeks hoping that summer would arrive and looking out the window I
think that it may actually be here. It's been pretty dismal up to this point as the size of the
vegetables in my garden will attest. Holidays start tomorrow so hopefully the good weather will
remain. Jeannie and I will be heading off to do some trout fishing for a week before we come
home, swap boats and head to the West Coast and fish for Salmon for a couple more weeks.

This report, regretfully, has to start out on a very sad note. In late July, Past President and good
friend ours, George Denton, lost his nephew in an unnecessary tragedy when James, at 19 years
of age was stabbed to death during an altercation in
Courtenay. James was the oldest son of Georges twin

brother David and his wife Brenda and he was a past Range Closures
member of our club. A lot of us knew James because of the
time he spent working at Trap Shoots and Turkey Shoots
with his younger brother Shane. He recently had taken an
apprenticeship with BC Hydro and was learning to become
an electrician. Knowing James as I did, this is a tough one
to swallow. My next door neighbour almost lost his son
this past year when he was stabbed 5 times during an
altercation. Although the details of what happened haven't
been made public one thing is certain. This didn't have to
happen. Where the hell is this world going?

Logging will be starting again, a
bit sooner than we expected.
Again! IT will be coming in on
September the 6th and be on
site until at least the end of
October. Check the website or
call the caretaker to check on
range closures. We were told to
possibly expect a few more
interruptions due to logging in
2012 as well. It's the price we

To David, Brenda and Shane, George and Kim, Roberta, have to pay for purchasing our
Brit and Steph, and to Tom and his family, our sympathies |pew property. Those of you who
go out to you all. need to use the range to get

One thing to mention before I talk fishing is that the DFO ready for hunting season should
and the RCMP have been stepping up enforcement when it |be aware that with reduced

comes to boating safety. There have been a lot of range hours comes much higher
complaints about this increased enforcement and I'm not pressure on them and therefore
really sure why the complaints. It's in every boater’s best possible waits to sight in your

interest. If you're caught without your Operators Permit or |rifles. Don't leave it until the
your Boat Registration you will be fined. No if, ands or buts | last minute.

there. I've been checked twice this year, once by the DFO
and once by the RCMP. The officers have gone over everything. If you don't know what's
required on your particular boat then go to this website to find out. http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/
marinesafety/debs-obs-equipment-size-menu-690.htm . Something else to remember is that it
you use a self-inflating PFD as more and more do, then you must wear it at all times for it to be
considered as a PFD. If it's sitting on your seat when you're checked it is not classed as a PFD.

Fishing on the Island to this point has been great. There are lots of Chinooks on our side of the
Island with some Coho starting to show up. No season on seals but they've taken a lot of fish
(Continued on page 3)
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The Nanaimo & District Fish & Game
Protective Association publishes this
newsletter for the information and benefit
of the members. All contents, including
but not limited to cartoons, articles,
pictures, etc., are copyrighted by their
respective authors. Opinions expressed
are those of the individual authors and
do not necessarily represent the official
position of the club.

Ongoing Events at the club.

Trap and Skeet Practice

There will be Trap & Skeet practices every
Wednesday and Sunday starting around
9:30am and running to ???? Unless there
is a major event scheduled.

Junior Practice

The Juniors will have a practice session
on the PPC range from1pm to 3pm every
Sunday unless there is a major event
scheduled.

Air Cadet Practice

The Air Cadets will have practice sessions
on Saturday mornings between 8am—
12:00pm on the PPC range when there
are no major events scheduled.

Archery Practice

Archery will practice on Monday Wednes-
day & Thursday from 6pm—9pm. In-
doors in the winter and outdoors in the
summer when there are no major events
scheduled.

These practice sessions can be cancelled
on short notice due to emergencies or other
unforeseen problems. Please call the care-

taker for up to date information
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NANAIMO & DISTRICT FISH & GAME PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION.

President’s Report

(Continued from page 1)

from local fishers in the Nanaimo area this year. It's extremely frustrating to lose a good fish and
$20 or so worth of tackle to a seal but you'll have to live with it because things aren't likely to
change. There are plenty of Chinooks and Coho on the West side as well. The Pacific Salmon
Commission is forecasting an allowable catch of West Coast Chinook at 200,000 which is over
three times the normal catch of about 60,000. 80% of these fish will be four years old or older so
there should be lots of big fish waiting for you out there. Limits of Coho have been taken on the
inside waters of Barkley Sound which leads me to think that the Coho fishing should be better
than last year’s disappointing season.

Alberni Inlet Sockeye fishing turned into another controversy. It seems that the words Sockeye
and Controversy should sit side by side in the dictionary. The season started off well. The initial
prediction was for 600,000 fish to return to the Stamp/Somass system. This number eventually
reached almost a million and a half. Even before the actual season got underway the limit was
increased to 4 fish a day with eight in possession. That was good news. About the middle of June
the fishing got hot. It was some of the best sockeye fishing that we've seen in years. Then the
DFO decided it was time to let the net boats in on the action. Thats fair enough. They're entitled
to their fair share of the catch. Whereas in the past the Seine boats normally fished the harbour
area, this year they were able to fish the whole Inlet and pretty well cleaned things out. Instead of
the eight boats that we saw fishing last year, upwards of sixteen boats fished the Inlet this year.
Overnight the recreational catch dropped to almost zero within the Inlet. Two days later when the
Gillnet fishery opened I watched set after set of Gillnets pull zero fish. Most of the Gillnetters
headed to open water to fish. For most of those that stayed in the Inlet things were pretty dismal.
Now in the past, after the commercial sector has had their openings, things settle down and the
number of fish in the Inlet rebound and allow the recreational fisher pretty good fishing through
July and even into August. This year though, the DFO decided to allow the net boats to continue
on fishing through most of July and the fish never got the chance to reestablish their numbers.
For all intents and purpose, the season for recreational Sockeye fishing ended on or about July
the 3rd this year.

DFO claims that the fish were still there and that because of the big snow melt and weather
conditions that the fish just headed straight on up the river. It was not the fault of their decision
to allow nonstop fishing by the commercial sector. I've fished for Sockeye in the past when they
did head straight up the river and wouldn't take a hook. It does happen. However when this
takes place, the fish are still jumping everywhere around your boat and the sounder screen shows
one massive school after another. You can see the fish. This didn't happen this year. We saw the
odd jumper and the sounder screen showed only the occasional small school of fish. They just
weren't there. Not where I was. Plain and simple. DFO claims that there was a fish passing
through the counter every four seconds. I don't know. You decide. This of course is my take on
the situation and not that of our organization. You can call it sour grapes if you want.

Back on July the 6th, it was announced that the Port Alberni area First Nations bands had signed
an agreement with the DFO allowing them to fish and sell Sockeye commercially. The bands will
receive 33% of the commercial catch in the Alberni Inlet and the Somass River. This agreement
allows them to commercially sell Sockeye, Chinook, Coho and Chum Salmon. This means that
the roadside stands that you've seen in Port Alberni will now be legally able to sell salmon.
Interestingly enough, the members of the Tseshat band did not vote unanimously in favour of this
deal. It was passed with a 49 to 9 majority. This is the first commercial Sockeye agreement that

(Continued on page 5)

CONSERVING FISH, WILDLIFE, AND HABITAT SINCE 1905.




NANAIMO & DISTRICT FISH & GAME PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION.

Classified Ads

Membership ads are free to paid up members to
sell, buy, and trade sport related items. First
come First served as space allows. Ads will run
only in the period covered by the Newsletter
unless resubmitted by the advertising member.
Non Commercial only.
Send to:
PO Box 211
Nanaimo, B.C. V9R 5K9
(250) 390-4391
nfgnewsletter@shaw.ca
(Please call, write, or email when your item
sells)

Gor Sale. \

Marlin lever action in .450 cal .22 inch bar-
rel Equipped with Leupold VariX-3 1.5 to 5
scope

Also has professionally installed Mercury
recoil suppressor in stock.

Hardly ever fired, Asking $1000

7.62 X 39 brand new brass - Bags of 50
rounds at $25 each. 300 rounds available
Speed loaders for semi auto pistol mags. 2
available - $50 each.

J

Junior Program Update

Juniors will be happy to learn of a successful
alteration to the Wood Duck box placed on
Chuck Evans’ Maki Rd property last
February 5Sth.
The box, which was unoccupied last year,
was definitely in use this year. Chuck
reported that he recently witnessed the
emergence of 17 baby Wood Ducks from a
box which had the entry hole widened this
year. The baby ducks flutter gently to the
water from high in the tree, and never return
to the box. He further reported that well over
40 Wood Ducks are happily swimming
around under the Club’s Boxes.

Fred Adkins

4 N
For Sale

Centro Digital Smoker (has temp & timer
control). Excellent Condition. $125
Call Bob at (250) 758-2116

\. J

Wanted

Donation of unwanted firearms to the Fish
and Game Protective Association. These fire-
arms will be disabled and used in teaching
the Canadian Firearms Safety Course. We
will do all the paper work for the transfer of
ownership. Joseph Michaels, 250-751-0158

VICTOR KIRITCHENKO, MSc, MA
One of the Top Realtors RF

Of Nanaimo

“Buying or selling Real Estate? Best service guaranteed!”

Call 24 hours at 250-751-1223, e-mail to victor-ki@shaw.ca,
Website www.victor-k.com

$500 donated to the Nanaimo Fish & Game Association for every
Association referred transaction

“Proud Member & Supporter of the Nanaimo Fish & Game Club”.
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NANAIMO & DISTRICT FISH & GAME PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION.

President’s Report

(Continued from page 3)
the band has had in ten years according to Andy Olson who is the Tseshat Fisheries Manager.

There's a proposed project that will hopefully be going forward in the near future that may be of
interest to you. Because Region 1 of the BCWF will be involved and given that our club is part of
the Region we become involved as well. I'm going to insert the Project Description as sent to the

Region Exec by Kim Brunt.

e Project Description: An increasing population of resident (non-migratory) Roosevelt elk are
currently utilizing areas on both sides of Highway 28 adjacent to the town of Gold River.
They include in their home range the Gold River golf course as well as preferred foraging
areas across the highway, and regularly cross a heavily used section of this road between the
residential area of the town of Gold River and Western Forest Products’ offices and shops.
This portion of Highway 28 is also the only road leading to the estuary of the Gold River
which includes significant use by vehicles accessing a boat ramp, and seaplane and freight/
passenger boat terminals at the estuary. While there have been no known vehicle accidents
related to these crossings, the elk population in this group has increased from around 10-15
animals to the current population of 30-35 in recent years, and their presence in these
numbers represents a significant potential vehicle collision issue. The proposal is to reduce
this herd size by transplanting approximately one half of the population. The goal is to both
reduce the potential for motor vehicle collisions, as well as provide a seed source of animals
for another area. The transplant location has no public highways (only logging roads) and is
accessible only by boat. A corral trap that could be used for this transplant is currently in
storage at the Courtenay Fish and Game Club.

This is a worthwhile project that deserves our support. To make this work we'll be needing lots of
volunteer help. If you're interested please get in touch me me and I can steer you in the right
direction. Elk transplants have been done in the past with great success and there's no reason
why this project can't be a success either.

By the time you read this report, hunting season will be well underway. My own plans are not
quite firmed up yet as my wife is suffering from a torn ACL and waiting for a second surgery.
We're not sure if she can handle an 80K trip on an ATV. Come what may we're going somewhere.
We may not decide until we're on the ferry! Good luck to all of you and I wish you success in
your hunting endeavors this year. Don't forget that we have a trophy for Outstanding Big Game
Animal taken by a junior member of our club. Be safe all of you.

Respectfully submitted, David Parenteau
' ¢ ‘.1

John Costin
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2011 Vancouver Island Region B. C. W. F. Kids Camp

On July 18 to July 21st I was lucky enough to volunteer at the Vancouver Island Region
B.C.W.F. sponsored Kids Camp.

The camp was hosted by the Courtenay Fish and
Game Club. There was no cost to the kids to send
them to the camp. It was supported by donations
from the regions and most of the clubs in the region.

There were twenty seven children from different Fish
and Game Clubs on Vancouver Island. Five of the
children were from the Nanaimo Fish and Game:
Jessica & Kaylee Cyr, John Easterbrook, Lauren
Thompson, and Zakary Cardiff.

On Monday everyone was bussed up to Mt
Washington and had a tour of the Marmot Recovery
Centre which is not normally open to the public. On
the walk up the ski hill to try and spot some marmots
in the wild we spotted a black bear instead. After dinner we had an introduction to cowboy
action shooting. The children were impressed with the instructors’ authentic cowboy outfits -
including heel spurs!

During the mornings the children were split into
| groups and rotated between fly fishing and fly tying,
| archery, and trap and skeet shooting. We had guest
speakers from the Ministry of Transportation,
Conservation Officer, and Search and Rescue. The
MOT officer spoke about the importance of lifejackets,
and gave each child a whistle. The CO brought a bear
| trap and some different animal pelts and skulls, and
spoke about his job.
The Search and
'| Rescue Technician
taught the children
about outdoor
survival and spoke
about parachuting in
to rescue lost or hurt people, and even brought his parachute
and medical kit for the children to try on. The parachute and
the medical kit weighed in at 501bs each!

Some other activities included movie night and outdoor sports.
Even though the weather was not as hot as we hoped it did not
stop the children from swimming in the very cold glacier-fed
lake. Thank you to all of the clubs and volunteers that made
this possible. A great time was had by all, including the old
kids.

Rob Thompson. ||
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$9 million for fight against mountain pine beetle

VICTORIA - The Province is continuing its fight against the mountain pine beetle epidemic with
a $9-million infusion to help B.C.’s three beetle action coalitions continue their front-line battle.
The three coalitions have been developing and funding projects to help mitigate the current and
anticipated economic, environmental and
social impacts of the pine beetle epidemic.
Now, the Southern Interior, Omineca and
Cariboo-Chilcotin beetle action coalitions
will each receive $3 million over three
years to continue these regional efforts.
The mountain pine beetle has already
affected an estimated 17.5 million
hectares of pine forest, affecting
economies and livelihoods all over the
province. Since 2001, the Province has
invested more than $756 million to battle
the mountain pine beetle, mitigate future
impacts and promote regional economic
development.

Seeking investment stability and returns?

During turbulent market conditions, many investors are unsure when it
comes to investing. We all want stability within our portfolio and seek
returns without exposing ourselves to the volatility of equity markets.

The new Investors Cornerstone Portfolios™ offers the solution with:
» High levels of capital stability.
» Returns superior to traditional money-market investments.
» Short-term investment alternatives.

Talk to us today and discover why Investors Comerstone Portfolios™
are a key element to your overall financial plan.

oo The Plan
101-5070 Uplands Drive by IHV e St ors

Nanaimo, B.C. V9T 6N1
Phone: 250-729-0904 Toll Free: 1-877-429-0904 Gr oup

Email: James.Tyson@investorsgroup.com

™Trademarks owned by IGM Financial Inc. and licensed to its subsidiary corporations. Investors GmuD Financial Services Inc.
Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses all may be associated with mutual fund investments. Please read

the prospectus before investing. Mutual fund securities are not covered by the Canada Deposit Insurance Corporation or by any other

government deposit insurer. There can be no assurances that the fund will be able to maintain its net asset value per security at a

constant amount or that the full amount of your investment in the fund will be returned to you. Past performance may not be repeated.
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BCWF Hires New Operations Manager, Cheryl Johnson

The BC Wildlife Federation is pleased to announce the
appointment of Cheryl Johnson as Operations Manager.

Ms. Johnson has an extensive background in non-profit
management, event planning and production, marketing and
communications. She brings over 15 years of senior
management experience working with non-profit boards and
industry associations to facilitate their strategic objectives,
strengthen stakeholder relationships and enhance revenue
stream opportunities.

As an avid outdoor enthusiast who grew up in a family of
recreational hunters in the West Kootenays, she is well
acquainted with the passion BCWF members have for the
resources of this province and the need to be wise stewards of
our environment. She is honoured to be part of BC’s largest
and oldest conservation organization and looks forward to
working with the BCWF Board, Members, Partners and
Stakeholders to continue to protect, enhance and promote the
sustainable use of our beautiful natural surroundings for present and future generations.
Cheryl Johnson begins her official duties as the BCWF Operations Manager on Tuesday,
September 6, 2011.

BC Wildlife Federation

101-9706 188th Street

Surrey, BC V4N 3M2

604-882-9988 or toll free 1-888-881-2293

The Beginning of the End

It is hard to believe that the Club began the land
purchase process in June, 2006. While we have all
had to put up with a great deal of aggravation since
that date, we are now rapidly approaching the time
when we will finally be able to say goodbye to Island
Timberlands (IT) and concentrate on the positive
aspects of the land purchase process. This will
include the planting of new trees —our trees- and the
setting up of firewood sales to generate operating
funds for the Club. As the accompanying picture
show we will have plenty of raw material for this
purpose.

But before then we must fulfill the terms of the Logging Agreement negotiated with IT. As you
know, IT will be conducting logging operations from September 6t until the end of the month,
from October 1st to the 18th, and from October 26t until November 3 if necessary. IT’s work day
will end at 4pm and no work will be done on weekends. This schedule has provided for range
rentals. Please leave IT’s contractors to do their jobs and direct any questions that you may have
with respect to the logging schedule or operations to the President or the undersigned.

Thank you. Geoff Robins, Vice President
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September 2011- Nanaimo Fish & Game Event Calendar

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
The calendar was up to date at the time of publication of this 1 2 3
newsletter but is subject to change without notice. Various agencies Archery
will book rental dates and the disciplines will book events on open Outdoors 5-
dates on a first come first served basis throughout the year. There may dusk
be work parties on the last Friday of each month. Emergencies may
arise that we have no control over. Do no assume the range is always
open please contact the caretaker for up to date information.
Due to the hot dry weather Island Timberlands is not
logging so the ranges remain open but will be closed
again on short notice when weather conditions change.
PHONE BEFORE YOU ATTEND!
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Trap & Skeet Black Powder
practice 9:30 am BBQ-kitchen &
to °7? BBQ atea closed
11 Trap & 12 13 14 15 16 17
Skeet practice All ranges All ranges All ranges closed | All ranges closed | All ranges IPSC setup-
9:30 am to ??? closed for closed for for logging until for logging until | closed for pistol ranges
22 Silhouette, logging until logging until 4:00pm 4:00pm logging until closed from noon
Rifle range 4:00pm 4:00pm 4:00pm to dusk
closed 9-3 Range open Range open Range open after | Range open after
after 4:00pm after 4:00pm 4:00pm 4:00pm Range open
Exec Meeting after 4:00pm
Tpm
18 Trap & 19 20 All ranges 21 22 23 24
Skeet practice All ranges closed for All ranges closed | All ranges closed | All ranges Black Powder
9:30 am to ??? closed for logging until for logging until for logging until | closed for Trail Walk. Trap,
IPSC match- logging until 4:00pm 4:00pm 4:00pm logging until Skeet, & Archery
pistol ranges 4:00pm Range open 4:00pm closed in AM
closed. after 4:00pm Range open after | Range open after
Range open Black Powder 4:00pm 4:00pm Range open
after 4:00pm meeting in trap after 4:00pm
house 7:30pm
25 26 27 28 29 30
Trap & Skeet All ranges All ranges All ranges closed | All ranges closed | All ranges
practice 9:30 am | closed for closed for for logging until for logging until | closed for
to P?P? logging until logging until 4:00pm 4:00pm logging until
4:00pm 4:00pm 4:00pm
Range open after | Range open after
Range open Range open 4:00pm 4:00pm Range open
after 4:00pm after 4:00pm after 4:00pm
Membership

meeting 7pm

CONSERVING FISH, WILDLIFE, AND HABITAT SINCE 1905.




NANAIMO & DISTRICT FISH & GAME PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION.

October 2011- Nanaimo Fish & Game Event Calendar

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Due to the hot dry weather Island Timberlands is not logging so the ranges remain open but | 1
will be closed again on short notice when weather conditions change.
PHONE BEFORE YOU ATTEND!
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Trap & Skeet All ranges closed | All ranges All ranges closed for | All ranges All ranges closed
practice 9:30 for logging until | closed for logging until 4:00pm | closed for for logging until
am to °r? 4:00pm logging until logging until 4:00pm
Range open 4:00pm Range open after 4:00pm Range open
after 4:00pm 4:00pm Range open after 4:00pm
Range open after 4:00pm
after 4:00pm
9 Trap & 10 11 12 13 14 15 Black
Skeet practice All ranges closed | All ranges All ranges closed for | All ranges All ranges closed | Powder Trail
9:30 am to ??? for logging until | closed for logging until 4:00pm | closed for for logging until | Walk. Trap,
22 Silhouette, 4:00pm logging until Range open after logging until 4:00pm Skeet, &
Rifle range Range open 4:00pm 4:00pm 4:00pm Range open Archery closed
closed 9-3 after 4:00pm Range open Range open after 4:00pm in AM
Exec Meeting after 4:00pm after 4:00pm IPSC Setup
7pm pistol ranges
closed noon to
dusk
16 Trap & 17 18  All ranges 19 20 21 22
Skeet practice All ranges closed | closed for Trap & Skeet Securicor PPC | Securicor PPC | Archery
9:30 am to ???. | for logging until | logging until practice 9:30 am range rental 8- | range rental 8-4 | Pumpkin
IPSC Match- 4:00pm 4:00pm to P77 4 shoot setup-all
pistol ranges Range open Range open Securicor Main ranges closed
& clubhouse after 4:00pm after 4:00pm Hall & PPC range to noon
closed Securicor Main | Securicor rental 8-4
Hall rental 8-4 Main Hall
rental 8-4
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Archery Securicor Main | Securicor All ranges closed for | All ranges All ranges closed
Pumpkin Hall & Archery | Main Hall & logging until 4:00pm | closed for for logging until
shoot - all range rental 8- | PPC range Range open after logging until 4:00pm
ranges closed | 4 rental 8-4 4:00pm 4:00pm Range open
all day. Membership Securicor Main Range open after 4:00pm
meeting 7pm Hall rental 8-4 after 4:00pm Securicor Main
Securicor Hall rental 8-4
Main Hall
rental 8-4

30

Trap & Skeet
practice 9:30
am to °r?

31 All ranges
closed for
logging until
4:00pm
Range open
4:00pm

The calendar was up to date at the time of publication of this newsletter but is
subject to change without notice. Various agencies will book rental dates and the
disciplines will book events on open dates on a first come first served basis
throughout the year. There may be work parties on the last Friday of each month.
Emergencies may arise that we have no control over. Do no assume the range is
always open please contact the caretaker for up to date information.

10
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Membership Report

Reminder, members who are renewing their membership, once your due date has
expired on your membership card, you have only 30 days to renew if you do not want
your benefits and liability to expire while you are away hunting and fishing. I cannot
backdate your membership. If you are moving, please notify me. If there are more than
two members with the same address, we will only be sending one newsletter to the same
address, this will also help with the cost of distribution. If you want to receive your
newsletter as an attachment by email please advise at nfgnewsletter@shaw.ca and you
will be added to the distribution list.

. . ‘_T-_R_.L _—
Appreciate your understanding. ,T . \1-
|

. . he Nanaimo & District Fish &
Tom Wakelam, Membership Chairperson, Game Protective Association
acknowledges the financial

assistance of the Province of

tlwakelam(@telus.net

(250) 741—9848 f | British Columbia

1
L e

|:| NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION |:| MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Member number if Renewal
Annual Dues

O Adult $90.00

Date:

Names:

O Family $100.00

(Spouses & Children included - list all
names for insurance, covered up to 21
Mailing Address: vears of age & under if living at home
and attending an educational
institution)

City: Postal Code: Phone #

L1 Senior $75.00 (65 +)
u Senior & Spouse $80.00

Email:
OO Junior $55.00
O ves O No (18 years & younger}

Newsletter by Email?

Mail to:
Nanaimo Fish & Game
P.O. Box #211
Nanaimo, B.C. V9R 5K9
Phone # 754-2846 Total: $

Yearly Range Pass $15.00
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